
Hello from the president. 

As my year as FTOL  president nears its end, it 
seems a good time for reflection.  The Friends con-
tinue in their unwavering support of the Library. 
Our ongoing sales of donated used books have al-

lowed the library the ability to supplement pur-
chases and programs.   I want to acknowledge all 
the wonderful personal experiences I have had.  

My interactions with library staff, library patrons, Friends and 
volunteers have been the joys of the job.  Thank you all. 

Summer will be here before we know.  Stop by the daily used 
book shelves in both libraries for your beach/vacation reads.  
Mass market and trade size paperbacks are priced at $0.50-
$1.00. You won’t mind if you get sand in these bargains or if you 
happen to leave one in an airport. 

Thanks to all who made our recent bi-annual book sale such a 
success. 

Knowledge is free at the library.  Just bring your own container.--
Unknown 

—  

Geri Trail 
FTOL President 

On Saturday, June 21st at 7:00 p.m., Veteran musician and author Rick Roberts will appear at  the 
Grant R. Brimhall Library at 1401 E. Janss Road, Thousand Oaks to discuss his two books: Lame Brain 
recalls his recovery from a traumatic brain injury, and Song Stories and other Left-Handed                
Recollections recounts his music career. In 1974, Roberts formed the well-known band Firefall, with 
whom he played for seven years during their heyday. He was also a member of The Flying Burrito 
Brothers, Stephen Stills’ band, and Linda Ronstadt’s band during his career, earning two platinum 
and four gold albums. 

Copies of the books will be for sale and he will sign copies following his talk.   

Free and open to the public.  

Author Visit—Rick Roberts!—June 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

Treasurer's Report 

The Friends have supported the Library with diverse 
materials and programs in the past 2 months. For 
example, we purchased Playaways, Spoken Word 
recordings, and rental books. We also funded Sum-

mer Reading Club, purchased 15 copies of the 
new One City, One Book selection, and paid 
our one-third share of the annual Aquarium 

maintenance contract. All this was possible because of your gen-
erous contributions of used books, and due to the time and 
effort of our volunteer Book Sorters and Online Sales team. 

Board Elections 

A new Friends Board of Directors will be elected at the annual 

meeting on June 12th to serve for the 2017/2018 fiscal 
year.  The Nominating Committee is submitting the following 
names for consideration for the Officer positions: 

President - Geri Trail 

First Vice President - Bob Coffey 

Secretary - Ruth Dods 

Treasurer - Ed Craven 

Membership Vice President - David Moutrie 

Book Sales Vice President - Dan Ruth 

All FTOL members have a vote - please attend the meeting 
at 11:00 am, Monday, June 12, in the main library conference 
room and cast your ballot. 

Ed Craven,  
FTOL Treasurer 



  President — Geri Trail 
  First Vice President — Ken Fidyk 
  Membership VP — David Moutrie 
  Book Sales VP — Bob Coffey 
  Past President, Treasurer — Ed Craven 
  Secretary — Ruth Dods 
  Member-at-Large — Sue Driver  
  Special Programs Coordinator — Carol 

Weiner 
  Publicity Coordinator—Kathy Leslie 
  FOCUS Editor — Dan Ruth 
  History Book Discussion Leader — Jack 

Heller 
  Friendly Book Discussion Leader — Sai 

Chandavarkar 
  Library Advisors:: 
  Heather Cousin, Library Services Director 
  Judi Bumstead, TO Library Volunteer    Co-

ordinator 

Board Meetings 

Held at 10:30 a.m. the 2nd Monday of each 
month (except August) in the small confer-
ence room of the Grant R Brimhall Library.      
Members are welcome to attend. 

Focus 

A bimonthly newsletter focusing on the 
Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library, the 
Thousand Oaks Library System and topics 
supporting literacy. Submit articles to:  
FOCUS Editor, Friends of the Library, 2331 
Borchard Road, Newbury Park, CA 91320 or 
to the email address that follows: 
Editor: Dan Ruth  
Email:  drutheditor@gmail.com  
Circulation: 450 
Friends’ website: www.ftol.org 

New Members 
Sponsor 
Donna Blasius-Pitzler 
Patron 
Eileen Gold 
Sandra Hansen 
Family 
John Brooks 
Dave & Christie Gerber 
Jaime Luna 
Brad Wright 
Individual 
Susan Caldwell 
Fabiola Farr 
Luis Guel 
Anthony Hodesh 
Vicki Ricci 
Kenny Thomas 

Senior 
Henry Apgar 
D Christopher Fall 
Patricia Headlund 
Ebba Herrit 
Maeve Kyaw 
Kathy Mitchell 
Carmen Nelson 
Barbara Stevens 
Karen Weisskirch 
Student 
Shasta Brooks 
Janet Yano 
 

Renewals 
Sponsor 
Bob & Patty Biery 
Leslie Gilder 

Ron & Jackie Pizitz 
Dale Renke 
Patron  
Ruth & Dean Dods 
Jean & Larry Heimsoth 
Sunil Hingorani 
Julie Land 
John & Nancy Leggat 
Yvonne & Paul Lux 
Kathy & Kent Rasmussen 
Peggy Rothring 
Bruce & Rebecca Wetzel 
Contributor 
Susan & Don Bullard 
Margaret & Richard Edwards 
Jeffrey Greenberg 
Ed & Susan Holt 
Daniel Ruth  

New and Renewed Members  

Free Family Movie Matinees 

All films are shown at 1:00pm at the 
Grant R. Brimhall Library’s Marvin E. 
Smith Community Room, 1401 E. Janss 
Rd, Thousand Oaks:  

June 12—Sully 

June 26—Hidden Figures 

Tuesday Night Is Movie Night at NP Library! 

Movie Nights in April at the Newbury Park Library:  June 13—Pursuit of Happyness, June 
20—Daddy’s Home, June 27—Field of Dreams  All films are free and open to the public.   

Saturday Outdoor Family Movies at NP Library 

Bring Your Chair and Watch Movies Under the Stars! June 17—The Lego Batman Movie, 
June 28—Moana, July 29—The Lego Movie, August 12—Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 

Open Mic Poetry Night 

June 7th, 6:00-8:00pm in the NP Branch Meeting Room—Come share your poetry! 

Summer Reading Club 

Registration begins June 1st, with the kick-off event June 17th. See article on page 4 of this 
newsletter for more information. 

Upcoming Activities at the Libraries 

YES, THE CULTURAL BUS TOURS ARE BACK, with the first one going to the 
Skirball Cultural Center off of the 405 freeway on July 29th. 

We will be given a tour/talk of an exhibition organized by the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame followed by a very nice buffet lunch. After lunch, you 
will have time on your own or be able to join a guided public tour. 

This traveling exhibition at the Skirball is the only west coast chance to 
learn of Paul Simon’s music and how it has reflected social and cultural 
ideals for six decades. Instruments, records, sheet music, hand written lyrics, photo-

graphs, costumes as well as listening stations and perfor-
mance footage will be shown. Also included is a newly created 
music lab with interactive exhibits and musical instruments. 

We will board the bus at the Newbury Park Branch at 2331 
Borchard at 9:30 a.m. and depart at 9:45 a.m.  Our return time 
is approximately 4:15 p.m.  The cost for this trip is $46.00 for 

Friends Members and $51.00 for non-members. 

For questions or reservations please call Carol at 805-480-1450 and leave a message 

with your telephone number. Your call will be returned. 

Carol Weiner 
Cultural Events  

Coordinator 

New Cultural Bus Tour! 

Art Trek 

Earlier this year at the Grant R. Brimhall Library, 
the FTOL sponsored “Recycled Words,” during 
which families and children made word art out of 
recycled old books.  The event was hosted by ART 
TREK, with 42 children and adults participating. 
Art Trek is an independent, hands-on, not-for-
profit arts program bringing quality visual, literary 
and performing arts into the community. Summer 
Art Camp begins June 19th. For information about 
Art Trek, see http://arttrek.org/.  



Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library 

Membership Application 
 

(Please print) 

New member  Renewal  Gift membership  

Today’s date _______________ 

Last name _______________________________________ 

First name(s) _____________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City ____________________________State  ___________ 

Zip _____________ Phone  _________________________ 

Email address ____________________________________ 

If you provide an email address, the Focus and renewal    no-
tices will be sent by email. 

Membership Level:  

Life $500+        Sponsor $100       Patron $50 

Family $20       Individual $15      Senior (60+) $10 

Student $10 

 I want to get involved! Please contact me about current 
Friends volunteer opportunities 

Make check payable and mail to: 

Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library 

Attn: Membership Vice-President 

2331 Borchard Rd., Newbury Park CA 91320 

Renew and pay your dues online at  

http://www.ftol.org/membership 

OR 

Complete and mail the application below 

Shop at Ralphs for the Friends! 

Register your Ralphs card at www.ralphs.com and select Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library as your organization for the Community             
Contribution Program. This will earn the Friends from 1% to 4% of your Ralphs purchases—at no additional cost to you!  

All participants (past and new) must re-register every year at http://www.ralphs.com. 

Friendly Book Discussion Group 
The Friendly Book Discussion Group meets at 6:30 PM on the first Thursday 
of the month in the Grant R. Brimhall Library Technology Training Room. 
For more information, contact Sai Chandavarkar at 805-241-5205 or 
chitra.sai.chandavarkar@hotmail.com.  Books are available for checkout. 

June 1—When China Rules the World by Martin Jacques 

July 6—Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 

August 3—Coming to Our Senses: Healing Ourselves through Mindfulness by 
Jon Kabat-Zinn 

9/7/2017—Istanbul: Memories and the City by Orhan Pamuk 

10/5/2017— Thousand Oaks One City One Book Selection 

History Book Discussion Group 
The History Book Discussion Group meets from 7:00 to 9:00 PM on the 
second Thursday of the month in the Goebel Adult Community Center, 1385 
E. Janss Road (next to the GRB Library).  For more information, contact Jack 
Heller at 805-341-7585. Books are available for checkout. 

June 8—The Man Without a Face by Masha Gessen 

July 13—Osceola and the Great Seminole War by Thom Hatch 

August 10—Black Flags: The Rise of Isis by Joby Warrick 

9/14/2017—The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and the Madness at 
the Fair that Changed America by Erik Larson 

10/12/2017—The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for 
Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown 

Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library 

Membership Application 
 

(Please print) 

New member  Renewal  Gift membership  

Today’s date _______________ 

Last name _______________________________________ 

First name(s) _____________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City ____________________________State  ___________ 

Zip _____________ Phone  _________________________ 

Email address ____________________________________ 

If you provide an email address, the Focus and renewal     
notices will be sent by email. 

Membership Level:  

Life $500+             Sponsor $100       Patron $50 

Contributor $30    Family $20            Individual $15       

Senior (60+) $10 Student $10 

 I want to get involved! Please contact me about current 
Friends volunteer opportunities 

Make check payable and mail to: 

Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library 

Attn: Membership Vice-President 

2331 Borchard Rd., Newbury Park CA 91320 

The Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library has a new Facebook 
page! “Like” it to stay abreast of happenings like special finds on 
our Daily Used Book Sale shelves, library events, fun things to do 
with books, and of course our spectacular blow-out book sales. 
Learn more about the Friends: what we do, who we are, what 
we sponsor. Check our page early and often, and join the       
conversation! 

LIKE the Friends on Facebook! 

FTOL Endowment Fund 
In 1995 the Friends established an Endowment Fund as a perpetual resource for 
the purchase of items for the libraries. All monies deposited in the Fund are kept 
intact. Only the interest generated annually is used to make such purchases. By 
contributing to the Fund, you can give a gift to the community that keeps on 
giving. The Endowment Fund is administered by the Executive Board of the 
Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library, in accordance with the organization’s 
bylaws. Once a year the interest earned on the Fund is gifted to the Thousand 
Oaks Library. Professional library staff members select and order the books and 
other items to be purchased with these funds.  For more information, please 
contact Ed Craven, Treasurer, Phone: (805) 493-2024, treasurer@ftol.org. To 
download a contribution form, please go to http://ftol.org/endowment.   

mailto:treasurer@ftol.org


FTOL on AmazonSmile! 

The FTOL is listed as an eligible charity on AmazonSmile, so you can shop online and the Friends will receive 0.5% of the purchase 
price on eligible Amazon purchases (smile.amazon.com). On your first visit to the site, select the Friends of the Thousand Oaks 
Library to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Ama-
zon will remember your selection, resulting in a donation to the Friends. 

A Special Fish for a Special Friend 

The library’s aquarium has a special new resident! Hoover, a Purple Tang, has been donated to the aquarium in 
memory of one of the Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library’s most committed and beloved volunteers:  Jim Neilson. 

Jim was a devoted volunteer both at the Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library and the Ronald Reagan Library, where 
he was a docent and a presenter for many years. Jim is sorely missed for his warm, expansive personality, his lively 
interest in life, and his dedication to the causes he served as a volunteer. As our book sorter Eileen Kessler puts it, “He 

was well-loved by everyone he came in contact with; the place lit up when he walked in.”  

Jim is often described by those who knew him as a Renaissance man. He entered the FBI as a 
special agent in 1970, and spent the majority of his career at the LA Field Office. He truly 

loved being an FBI agent, but when he retired in 1999, he put that same dedication, zest for life and service di-
rectly into his volunteer work and hobbies. He was a hardworking docent at the Reagan Library, logging over 
5500 hours over his volunteer career. In his spare time he played the piano and the accordion, worked with 
stained glass and woodworking, and was a busy, dedicated Friend of the Library, both as a Board member and as 

a volunteer.  

Bettie Rae Hall remembers sorting books with Jim, saying “Jim was the greatest 
storyteller ever. He provided great entertainment while we were working—we never paid attention 
to the time, because he was so funny and kept us all so entertained.” Jim utilized his storytelling flair 
in his presentations on presidents and their First Ladies—turning hours and hours of research into 
productions which were popular throughout the Conejo Valley. 

Ruth Dods, Secretary of the Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library, remembers coming up with the idea of acquiring the fish in Jim’s 
honor; Ruth, along with other members of the library and the Friends, raised the funds to make the purchase of the memorial fish 
possible.  

Like the man he honors, Hoover is a special fish—Purple Tangs are one of the most prized specimens of all saltwater fish for their 
deep blue color combined with bright yellow tails. Our Purple Tang has been growing like crazy since his arrival; his aquarium keep-
er describes him as happy, active, and “really wide.” Presumably that’s a compliment in the fish world! 

Wondering why our new fish is not named Jim? Jim was a career FBI man, who served his country and who continued his tradition 
of service in retirement. We think he’d like knowing that the new Purple Tang bears the name of the FBI’s most famous member. 

Come by and see if you can see Hoover peeking out at you! He’s got his namesake’s twinkle! 

Kathy Leslie 
Publicity Coordinator 

Special Interest Book Sets 

Collectors and Booksellers! We’ve got some exceptional sets of books which we are offering right now at special prices to members 
of the Friends of the Library. We need to create some room, which creates great opportunities for you!  

All sets are in excellent condition, with beautiful color plates and richly embossed covers. A great addition to a library, or collec-
tion—or a gift for that special collector in your life! Please contact Carol Eltiste, our Special Collections coordinator, to find out 
more at carol.eltiste@gmail.com. 

Ocean World of Jacques Cousteau (20 books) - $11.99 

Planet Earth (Time Life) (15 books) - $14.99 

The Civil War by (Time Life) (26 books) - $19.99 

Timeframe by (Time Life) (12 books) - $19.99 

Art of Sewing by (Time Life) (6 books) - $19.99 

Bon Appetit (29 books) - $39.99 



This year’s Summer Reading Club has something for everyone! Children can read and earn points and prizes and so can teens and 

adults! Research has shown the beneficial effects of reading throughout the Summer for children and there is also significant     

evidence that when teens and adults read for pleasure, they not only improve their reading skills but sharpen their focus and     

analytical skills. And now, adults and teens can earn points and prizes, too. There’s a Summer Reading     

Program for:  

 Pre-Readers, Ages 0-4  

 School age children, Kindergarten through 5th grade  

 Tweens and Teens in 6th through 12th grades 

 Adults age 18 and older  

Signing up for Summer Reading Club has never been easier! We’ve gone online. Beginning in June you can 

visit our website, www.tolibrary.org and click on the Summer Reading registration link beginning June 1. Or,  

volunteers will be available to help you sign up, explain program and contests and redeem prizes beginning June 17. There’s also a 

wonderful variety of programming to keep everyone entertained all Summer long. From comedy to magic to musical programs to 

delight all ages, be sure to check out our website for the latest information about our programs, generously sponsored by the 

Friends of the Thousand Oaks Library.  

2017 Summer Reading Club! 

Spring Book Sale a Great Success! 

Our Spring Used Book Sale was a huge success, with hundreds of 
happy customers attending and leaving with armloads of bargain 
books. Readers of all ages left with rare books, books by favorite 
authors, cookbooks, craft books, manga, CDs, DVDs, puzzles, 
stuffed animals and more!   

Our book sales raise the funds the library needs for its materials, 
technology, and programming, and none of it would be possible 
without the volunteers who give of their time and enthusiasm to 
make this a successful event. A complete list of volunteers, along 
with our profuse thanks, appears below, and as you can see 
from the list, we need every volunteer for our big sales. If you’ve 
ever considered volunteering, either for our twice-a-year sales 
or for weekly tasks, we want you! Contact Judi Bumstead at 
jbumstead@tolibrary.org, and ask about volunteering with the 

Friends! 

Your donated books, and 
your purchases at our semi-
annual and Daily Used Book 
sales at both libraries, help 
the Friends help keep our 
library the thriving intellec-
tual and community center 
of the Conejo Valley. 
Thanks for supporting the 
Friends’ endeavors! 

Thanks to the following for their hard work and dedication at 
this year’s sale: 

 

Ada Nelson 

Alice Knipe 

Alyssa Milne 

Audrey Helix 

Beth Milligan 

Bettie Rae Hall 

Bob Coffey 

Bruce Wetzel 

Carol Eltiste 

Carol Weiner 

Carol Weiss 

Carrol Lucas 

Caryl Piernot 

Chuck Herrea 

Corina Bell 

Dan Ruth 

Del Wolken 

Dick Piernot 

Don Bullard 

Donna Coffey 

Donna Salas 

Dotty Sandford 

Ellen Jackson 

Emery Spencer 

Fabienne Logan 

Francie Logan 

Francie Pavon 

Geri Conlon 

Geri Trail 

Ian Leslie 

Imelda Infante-
Lumban 

Janet Doman 

Janet Koenig 

Janet Yama-
naka 

Jeff Greenberg 

Jessie Fowler 

Joane Stone 

Joe Bullock 

John Reid 

Judi Bumstead 

Karan Kyzer 

Kathy Leslie 
Larry Knight 

Linda Shapiro 

Max Honigsberg 

Mel Weiner 

Michael Gollub 

Michelle Colvin 

Mindy Wright 

Navy Honigsberg 

Nic Bell 

Olga Bernstein 

Peg Landon 

Peggy Rothring 

Randy Yamanaka 

Reben Salas 

Rick Kno 

Rod Lang 

Ruth Dods 

Sandra Lauseng 

Sarah Pawn 

Sherry Stukes 

Shirley Kafka 

Steve Kafka 

Sue Bosworth 

Sue Driver 

Sue Poulson 

Sue Rosecrans 

Susan Bullard 

Susan Eastman 

Syd Wolken 

Tracy Milligan 

Veda Homa 

Vickie Geiger 

Vickie Hung 

mailto:jbumstead@tolibrary.org
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Grant R. Brimhall Library 

1401 E. Janss Road 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362  

(805) 449-2660 

 

Newbury Park Branch Library 

2331 Borchard Road 

Newbury Park, CA 91320  

(805) 498-2139 

 

SCHEDULE OF HOURS 

Grant R. Brimhall Library 

Monday—Thursday           11 a.m.—8 p.m. 

Friday            10 a.m.—6 p.m. 

Saturday            10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Sunday            12 p.m.—5 p.m. 

 

Newbury Park Branch Library 

Monday—Wednesday      Noon—8 p.m. 

Thursday—Friday           10 a.m.—6 p.m. 

Saturday            10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Sunday            Closed 

Is it time to renew? Your membership expiration date is printed on your mailing label. 

Current Resident or 

 

Clean Your Attic 
and Basement— 

Donate Your 
Used Books! 

 

 

The Thousand Oaks Library welcomes donations of used books,           
audiobooks, CDs, and DVDs. Donations from the public are what make 

our book sales a success and help raise funds for ongoing FTOL programs 
and   library materials. 

Often donated books can be used to replenish worn or lost books in the 
Library's permanent collection. Donations are accepted at the Grant R. 
Brimhall Library and the Newbury Park Branch Library during regular   

library hours. 


